
Welcome to History!

Finham Park School History Department



What we aim to do…
• In History we intend for students to study people – their feelings, attitudes, 

prejudices and motivation – so that they can better understand the people 
and the world around them better. 

• We want to open minds to different ways of living and different people, 
because we can only understand who we are – as individuals or as a nation 
– if we understand where we have come from. 

• Students will be taught a wide range of transferable skills to turn them from 
people who watch events, into people who understand and can influence 
events.



What you will study…

Year 7
- What is History?
- The Norman Conquest
- King John – good king or bad king?
- Medieval Life (a case study of the Black Death)
- The Tudors
- The development and abolition of the Trans-

Atlantic Slave Trade

Year 8
- The First World War
- The inter-war years
- The Second World War in Europe – what is a 

war crime?
- Genocide (war crime case studies)
- The Cold War
- International relations in the 21st century

GCSE
At the end of Year 8 you can choose to take History 
for GCSE. If you do we study the following options 
of the AQA course: 
- Health and the People c.1000 – the present day
- America 1840-1895, Expansion and 

Consolidation
- Norman England, 1066 –c.110
- Conflict and Tension 1918-1939

A Level
We also offer the AQA A Level and study the 
following:
- Tsarist & Communist Russia, 1855-1964
- The English Revolution, 1625-1642
- British rule in India, 1847-1947



What studying History is like at Finham Park 
School…

• In History we use a wide variety of stimuli to inspire and encourage 
students to participate in lessons. These include: pictures, cartoons, 
written sources, films, documentaries, newspapers and music. Students 
are offered a range of perspectives in the sources they are provided with 
to consider at all Key Stages. 

• We also like to bring history to life for the students by taking them out of 
the classroom and inviting external speakers in to offer an alternative 
perspective where possible. Our trips have included visits to the Imperial 
War Museum, residential trips to Belgium to see the war graves, and 
trips to Krakow to visit sites that commemorate the Holocaust. Trips to 
relevant historical sites have also been offered as part of the GCSE 
course. We feel strongly that taking learning out of the classroom is a 
fantastic experience for both pupils and teachers.



What studying History is like at Finham Park 
School…



Who we are…

Hi there! I’m Ms Hirst – Head of History at Finham 
Park School. 

I have loved studying History since secondary 
school. I went on to study it at Chester University 
and love going out and about to visit historical 
sites. My favourite topics to teach are the English 
Civil War and the attempts at peace keeping 
between the two world wars – two periods of 
History that have shaped the world we live in 
today! 

For me, History is about what happened in the 
past yes, but it is also about people in the past and 
what they did and thought and felt. You are one of 
those people… what you did in the past is History 
and helping you to understand it could help you in 
the future. 



Who we are…

My name is Mrs Willard and I studied history at 
Aberystwyth University. My favourite period of history is 
the twentieth century and I particularly enjoyed studying 
the Second World War period. I did my dissertation at 
university on the evacuation of children in Birmingham 
and really loved studying this period of history as there is 
such a wealth of historical sources that I could draw on to 
find out about the past, including first-hand accounts, 
video footage and news reports. 

I love studying history because I find it fascinating 
learning about how people used to live and also gaining a 
knowledge and understanding of different types of 
people and cultures. History is all around us and helps us 
make decisions for the future, which is why I think it is so 
important that everyone have an understanding of their 
past.



Who we are…

Hello! I am Mr Walker and I specialise in 
teaching GCSE and European A-Level history. 
My favourite time periods to study is the 
medieval period, in particular the reigns of 
the Angevin Kings (Henry II, Richard I, John 
and Henry III) and more modern history such 
as 20th Century Russia (the 1917 revolution 
and the rise to power of Stalin).

I love watching documentaries on YouTube 
and I’m a proud supporter of the Poppy 
Appeal and the Royal British Legion.



Who we are…

Hello, my name is Mrs Griffiths. I studied 
History at Coventry University. My favourite 
period in history is World War Two; I even 
used to work at Coventry Cathedral doing 
tours and workshops with school children and 
introducing them to some local veterans who 
could share their experiences of the war. I 
also really enjoy looking at how medicine has 
developed over time, especially the gory bits 
on surgery! I love studying and teaching 
history because I would like to think that we 
can learn from our mistakes, celebrate our 
historical successes, and strive for an even 
brighter future.
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Contact details…

If you have any questions, or would like any further 
information about History at Finham Park School, feel free 

to contact Ms Hirst (Head of History) on 
k.hirst@finhampark.co.uk.

mailto:k.hirst@finhampark.co.uk

